
The Inland Empire 
Golden Retr iever Res-
cue is having i ts sec-
ond annual Spr ing 
Cleaning Dog Wash in 
order to raise money 
to suppor t  our rescue 
program. The Dog 
Wash wi l l  take place 
on March 12, 2005 
from 9:30 AM-2:00 
PM at  Laundrapet, 
located at  5507 N Al-
ber ta, Spokane, WA. 
For  ten dol lars you 
can use the Laundra-
pet  tubs and suppl ies 
to wash your own dog 
and for  fi fteen dol lars 
we wi l l  wash your dog 
for  you, another $5 
and we wi l l  cl ip nai ls. 
100 % of the money 
col lected wil l  go to 

IEGRR. A big thank 
you to Kr is Garon for  
donat ing her  t ime and 
shop to our cause. 
           A word of ad-
vice from those of us 

who have washed a 
lot  of dogs. I t  can be a 
very messy and wet 
exper ience, you may 
want to throw in some 
ext ra dry cloths.                   
           We wi l l  also 
have Golden Ret r iev-

ers avai lable for  adop-
t ion. I f you can not  
make i t   Check out  
our  new web site at  
www.iegr r .org or  at  
pet finder.com or  cal l 
our  Rescue l ine at  
(509) 443-1133. 

We need volun t eer  
dog w asher s. Do you 
have an hour or  two 
that  you can help us 
wash dogs. I t  is a fun 
t ime for  a great  cause. 
I f you would l ike to 
volunteer please con-
tact  Toni Harpel at  
(509) 443-1122 or        
e-mai l me at            
Tharpel@sisna.com. 
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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

Golden Times 

I n l an d  E m p i r e 
Gol d en  Ret r i ev er  Rescu e 
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The greatest  gi ft  you 
can give to your  dog is 
yourself. Your  golden 
wants to be your  com-
panion. Whether  i t  is 
just  si t t ing by your  feet  
whi le you sur f the web 
or  joining you on that  
walk after  dinner  you 

always meant  to take. I n 
our  busy l ives i t  is very 
easy to be caught  up in 
schedules and obl igat ions, 
many of which exclude our  
pets. The dogs become rele-
gated to the backyard or  
the basement , rarely get-
t ing to spend qual i ty t ime 

with us. We would l ike to 
take this oppor tunity wi th 
improving weather  and 
longer  days to ask you to 
make a commitment  to 
your  dog to spend a l i t t le 
t ime with them each day. 
Throw a tennis 

 (continued on page 5)   

Want  to Get  
Wet  ? 



What Collar Should I Use? 

               A collar can make the differ-
ence of a pleasurable outing or an arm 
wrenching tug of war with an out of 
control golden retriever (or any other 
breed of dog!) The right training 
equipment makes all the difference in 
the world. 
               If you have a very young 
puppy, you can start out with just a 
plain buckle collar. This is the one on 
which you have his ID tag, license, 
and Rabies tag. Usually, this collar is 
left on him all the time, However, as 
your golden puppy grows, he will be 
getting stronger and you may wish to 
put him in something that will give 
you a little more control when you are 
training him or going on an outing. 
Your “ training”  collar is just for that—
training; it comes off when you are 
home. A training collar lets him know 
that you are the one in charge, not 
him. He will be much happier know-
ing he doesn’ t have to be boss. 
               The following are different 
types of training collars: 

               “Premier”  collar.  When fitted 
properly, he cannot back out of this col-
lar. The collar should be fitted so when 
pulled snug behind the dog’s ears, the 
collar won’ t pull off, but won’ t restrict 
his breathing. Training only; do not 
leave on. 
                

               “Head Halter” .  Gentle Leader, 
Halti, K-9 Kumalong. It is very impor-
tant that this type of collar fits properly. 
It looks like a halter and the premise of 
this collar is that wherever the head 
goes, the rest of the dog will follow. It 
mimics the mother’s discipline action of 
correcting a puppy by grabbing his muz-
zle. You cannot do harsh corrections 
with this type of collar. Your golden 
may be reluctant to have something over 
his nose; however, he can get used to it 
and it is an excellent training tool. It 
looks like a muzzle; however,  he can 
eat, drink, pant, and bite with it on. Also, 
this is for training only; do not leave on 
unsupervised.  
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“Prong”  or “Pinch”  Collar. This s a 
very effective collar for our breed 
which is heavily coated and has low 
touch sensitivity. A proper fit is im-
portant. It should be tight enough that 
the dog knows it is there; however, it 
should not close to the point of re-
stricting breathing. You should be able 
to get at least one or two fingers under 
the prongs when it is fastened. If you 
decide to purchase one, you do not 

have to buy the one that looks like it 
would fit a horse! A “small”  link is 
adequate or you can go up to a 
“medium” sized link. When giving a 
correction, give a quick “snap”-
release. Do not let the dog pull with 
this on. THIS IS A TRAINING 
COLLAR—DO NOT LEAVE THIS 
COLLAR ON! 

 
              A Chain (choke chain) collar is 
not recommended for novice handlers. 
Another not recommended is a harness. 
Both are great if you want to teach your 
dog to pull and develop strong pulling 
muscles! A chain collar is best used by 
an experienced handler who knows how 
to use it correctly. A harness promotes 
pulling—this is not what we want when 
we are out for our walk. NEVER 
LEAVE A CHAIN COLLAR ON UN-
SUPERVISED! 
 
              The right equipment can make a 
huge difference. Besides the correct col-
lar, consider investing in a good quality 
leather leash. Why? A  cloth or web can 
give you a nice burn on your hand. Also, 
be careful using a “Flexi”  leash (the one 
that has a retractable leash). It too can 
give you a nice hand burn if not used 
correctly.  
 
              If you have any questions, you 
can always call any of us with IEGR 
Rescue (509) 443-1133. We want you to 
have a positive training experience with 
your adopted golden 

Break away buckle Collar 

Premier martingale collar 

Prong or Pinch collar 

Choke Chain collar 

Written by Mavourneen Daspit 

Gentle Leader, Halti collar 
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Many people have asked why the IEGRR 
only has older dogs on our web site. The an-
swer is simple. We handle dogs of all ages, 
but younger dogs go very quickly. They are 
adopted by persons who have already sub-
mitted adoption applications and are wait-
ing. If you are considering adopting a res-
cued golden retriever please don’ t be dis-
couraged that you don’ t see young dogs on 
the web site or in the newsletter. We en-
courage you to fill out an adoption applica-
tion. The IEGRR does have a waiting list 
but it is relatively short compared to other 
golden rescues.  

Barney- is a big old 10 year 
old boy, but with a big heart 
as well. He is hard of hearing 
but is doing well in foster 
care. He gets along great with 
other dogs. We think he©s 
been an outside only dog. 
He©s as sweet as can be and 
needs somewhere to live out 
the rest of his golden life.  

Riley - is a nine year old male 
with a terrific personality. He is 
good with kids, cats, and other 
dogs. He could stand to lose five 
pounds. One of his favorite ac-
tivities is digging. Riley is a very 
happy dog. 

Cassie – is an 8 year old female 
mix. She is over weight and would 
do better with an older couple. She 
does growl when bumped or star-
tled we would not place her with 
small children. 
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             The Inland Empire 
Golden Retr iever  Rescue wil l  be 
at  Pet  Fest  on Sat u r day&  Sun-
day M ay 21&  22, 2005 at  the 
Spokane Interstate Fair  Grounds 
in the agr icultural bui lding . Pet  
Fest  runs from 10:00 AM-5:00 
PM,11:00 AM star t  on Sunday. 
Pet  Fest  is an al l  breed, al l  spe-
cies, companion animal t rade 
show and adopt ion ext ravaganza 

which emphasizes responsible pet  
ownership and the adopt ion of 
homeless pets. 
             We wil l  have Golden Re-
t r ievers for  adopt ion as wel l  as in-
format ion on our  program  . We 
also need vol un t eer s to help man 
our  booth. I f you are interested 
please contact  Toni Harpel at  (509) 
443-1122. 

Are you or friends or family looking for 
pet ? Try www.petfinder.com. 
It is a wonderful web site run by the 
Petco Foundation that enables the pub-
lic to look for pets through a national 
pet finding website. Simply type in the 
kind of animal you are looking for and 
your zip code. You will be shown what 
animals meeting your description are 
available in your area. You may learn 
of local rescues or shelters that  might 
have the new pet you  are looking for. 
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Spr ing is a great  t ime to t rain. 
You remember  that  advice IEGRR 
gave to take your  dog to obedience 
school or  maybe you did a class a 
whi le ago. There are several area 
t raining clubs wi th spr ing class 
star t ing soon.  

· Diamonds in the Ruff           
(509) 325-RUFF                              
www.diamondsintheruff.com 
Classes start year round 

· L i lac City Dog Training       
(509) 487-9542  www.
lilaccitydogtrainingclub.com   
Next class session starts March 21, 
2005 

 

 
Mar 26 NAHRA Picnic Test 
Apr 9 NAHRA Picnic Test 
Apr 23 - 24 NAHRA LCField Test 
May 7 NAHRA Picnic Test 
 

Once you have a wel l  t rained dog 
there are many things you can do 
with them. You can cont inue in 
obedience, agi l i ty, t racking, ther -
apy work, search and rescue, as 
wel l  as, hunt ing t raining. I t  is up 
to you as far  and in what  direct ion 
you may want  to go. Just  give him 
the chance. 
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· Spokane Dog Training Club 509)
922-2645 www.spokanedtc.org 
Next  Class session star ts March 
28, 2005 

             Ok so you have been working 
hard al l  winter  and now your  ready 
to show off ...almost . Why not  t ry a 
fun match. 

· May 7, 2005 Edgecl i ff Park 
I nland Empire Golden Retr iever 
Club Fun Match (509) 924-8101 

             Ever  thought  about  hunter  
t raining check out  the Spokane Bird 
Dog Associat ion at  www.sbda.itgo.com. 

 A fun act ivi ty is to check out  the pic-
nic t r ials. I t ’s a great  way to see what  
the golden ret r ievers can do: 

The Inland Empire Golden Retr iever  
Rescue star ted a gold tag program. 
I ni t ial ly i t  was a small  brass tag 
stamped wi th IEGRR, the rescue l ine 
phone number  and the words “I  am 
microchipped.” We later  added 
unique ident i ficat ion numbers for  
each rescue dog adopted. Many of our  
rescue dogs have been quickly re-
united with their  famil ies because of 
these tags. Leave these tags on the 
dog, also match your  dogs number  to 
insure that  our  informat ion is cor -

rect . The number  we have on fi le 
is pr inted on the mail ing label of 
this news let ter  below your  ad-
dress. I f this number  is incor rect  
please let  us know so we can up-
date your  informat ion.  
             I f you did not  get  a tag or  
your  tag does not  have a number  
your  mail ing label  wi l l  say 0. I f 
you would l ike to receive a gold 
numbered Ident i ficat ion tag for  
your  rescue dog please cal l  the 
Rescue l ine at  (509) 443-1133 or  

send  e-mail  to Catompson@aol.
com and request  one.                                                   
             I n order  for  the gold tag 
program to  work we must  have 
cur rent  addresses and tele-
phone numbers for  each dog 
owner . I f your  informat ion has 
changed since adopt ing please 
contact  us so we can update 
your  informat ion and quickly 
reunite you with your  dog i f 
they should become lost . 

Dog’s Name                      Owners Name  
 
Gold Tag #                        Current Address 
 
Avid Microchip #               City, State, Zip Code 
 
                                           Telephone # 
 
                                           e-mail  
Mail To :  
IEGRR, PO Box 48062, Spokane, WA 99223 

Please help us update our 
records. Send the        
requested information. 



PREVENTI ON BEATS 
TREATM ENT 
           Unfortunately, the 
worst  t ick season is general ly 
in Spr ing and Summer, when 
we are most  apt  to be outdoors. 
Count ry folks are always at  
r isk, suburbanites are seeing 
t icks as a bigger problem. 
           Dur ing the season, 
check your dog dai ly for  t icks. 
Remember : Disease t ransmis-
sion via t icks takes t ime. 
I f your  dog has access to fenced 
yards, cut  the grass and be 
sure to t r im along the edges 
and fences; t icks l ike high 
grass! Avoid t ick habitats i f 
possible, i  e., stay on paths in 
woods so you don©t brush 
against  high grasses! 
           Check adults and chi l-
dren for  t icks whenever you 
have been exposed to t ick habi-
tat . 

           There are a number  of 
once a month t reatments for  
dogs that  give acceptable re-
sults in cont rol l ing t icks. Dr . 
Jul ia Leese, DVM of Mountain 
Empire Veter inary Services 
recommends Front l ine due to 
the fact  i t  repels 99 % of t icks 
including the dog t ick that  car -
r ies lyme disease.  
Examine for  t icks often. 
 
REM OVI NG TI CK S 
1. Prompt ly remove any t icks 
found. Do not  use your  bare 
hands, use gloves, t issues, etc. 
2. Whenever possible use 
tweezers and a magnifying 
glass. Grab the t ick firmly as 
close to the head as possible 
and pull  slowly and steadi ly. 
3. Save the t ick in ajar , label i t  
with the date and where you 
took i t  off (the dog or you). 

4. Do not  use Vasel ine or  simi-
lar  drugs on the t ick, i t  can 
st imulate disease organism re-
lease. 
5. Treat  the bi te site with alco-
hol or  a topical ant ibiot ic, and 
remember to check the si te 
over  the next  few days for  in-
fect ion. 
6. Alcohol or  a hot  needle wi l l  
somet imes assist  in get t ing the 
t ick to turn loose. 
7. Remember to wash your  
hands when finished. Though 
many of the organisms t icks 
car ry can be devastat ing to the 
host , we are for tunate that  in 
most  cases we have a window 
of oppor tunity for  inspect ion 
and removal. Tick season 
means examining your dog  
and your self for  t icks. 
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Happy Tales 
In February of 2005 the IEGRR launched 
a new web page to better accommodate 
our visitors with more bandwidth. We are 
now located on the web at www.iegrr.org. 
We would like to add to our new and im-
proved web site a page called Happy 
Tails. We would like to encourage past 
IEGRR adopters to e-mail the IEGRR sto-
ries and pictures of life with their rescued 
golden retrievers. Stories can be of any 
length. It is an opportunity to share your 
experience with others. Stories can be e-
mailed to our web master on the website 
hyper-link or mailed to Happy Tales of 
the IEGRR, PO Box 48062, WA 99228. 

(continued from page one) 

bal l  for  ten minutes or  go for  a walk. 
Give him a bath or  weekly grooming ses-
sions. Just  take a few minutes a day to 
focus on your  pet . Your  investment  with 
be returned ten fold. Just  pet t ing a dog 
can lower  your  blood pressure. Your  dog 
wil l  never  be judgmental or  to busy to 
l isten. Maybe there is an act ivi ty you can 
do together  l ike go to obedience class or  
par t icipate in agi l i ty or  i f you have more 
t ime you could get  involved in pet  ther -
apy or  search and rescue. What  ever  you 
chose to do with you dog just  remember  
he wants to make you happy. Just  give 
him the chance.  

Gift Continued 
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Have you ever  thought about 
being a foster  home ? Maybe 
you thought there is room for  
one more maybe for  a few days 
or  weeks. Perhaps you know of 
family member or  fr iends that  
have had dogs in the past  and 
would make a great  foster  
home for  a l i t t le whi le. We also 
need foster  homes that  have no 
resident  dogs, as somet imes we 
get  golden ret r ievers that  need 
to go to a one dog only home. 

Most  of our  cur rent  foster  
homes have several dogs and 
this makes finding a place to 
foster  that  kind of dog  very 
di fficul t .  
            Foster ing has the same 
requirements as adopt ing, you 
must have a fenced yard or  
kennel and room and t ime to 
care for  a dog. Rescue wi l l  ask 
you to repor t  some simple ob-
servat ions concerning the 
dog’s health and behavior  

whi le in your  care. Cost  for  food 
and veter inary care covered by 
the IEGRR.  
            Fost er  homes ar e v i t al  
t o ou r  pr ogr am as we have no 
cent ral faci l i ty where we house 
dogs. I f you are interested in 
learning more about our  foster ing 
program please contact  the Res-
cue L ine at  (509) 443-1133 and 
leave a message  or  e mai l  
Catompson@aol.com. 

We Need Foster Homes 

The next  monthly meet ing of the I n land Em pi r e Golden  Ret r i ever  Rescue wil l  
be on Tuesday M ar ch  15, 2005  at  the downtown Perkins©s on Division, Spokane, 
Washington at  7 PM . Al l  are welcome to at tend.  

Buddy - is a three year 
old male golden retriever 
with mild epilepsy needs 
a home. Buddy is an ac-
tive dog who is small and 
currently under weight. 
He is good with other 
dogs.  

Old age means realizing you will never own all 
the dogs you wanted to.  

Joe Gores 


